Campylobacter infections in pregnancy. Case report and literature review.
Campylobacter fetus is a major cause of venereally transmitted abortion and sterility in ungulates, and a recently recognized, common enteric pathogen in man. The role of the organism as a cause of human fetal wastage has not been delineated. We present a case of bacteremic campylobacter infection in a pregnant woman, and review the published cases of campylobacteriosis in pregnancy and the perinatal period. Systemic maternal infection may present either as prolonged febrile illness or fulminant sepsis, and transplacental spread may result in abortion, stillbirth, or early neonatal meningitis. Enteritis that occurs in infants born to women with campylobacter diarrhea may represent fecal-oral spread at or near the time of delivery. With improved microbiologic techniques and greater awareness by physicians, the prevalence and importance of campylobacteriosis in pregnancy should become better appreciated.